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FINE COLOUR AND PATINA THROUGH EXTENDED USE TO THE UPPER PART OF THE ELEGANT SUPPORT, DRY AGED
PATINA TO THE LOWER OVAL BASE

WOOD, BLACK AND WHITE GLASS BEADS

SHONA / SOUTH AFRICA

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 14CM WIDE - 6 INS HIGH, 5½ INS WIDE
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LITERATURE

THE LUSTRE OF THE PATINA COMES FROM CONTINUOUS USE. THE WOOD BECOMING SATURATED WITH HAIR OILS, THE
HEADREST TAKES ON THE IDENTITY OF THE SLEEPER AND COMES TO BE SEEN AS THEIR SPIRITUAL REPRESENTATIVE.

HEADRESTS FROM THIS AREA WERE OFTEN BURIED WITH THEIR OWNER.



     A DISTINCTIVE FEATURE OF THESE HEADRESTS ARE THE VERTICAL LUGS EXTENDING FROM BOTH SIDES OF THE
CROSS-BAR. THE LOBED BASE SUPPORTS A CARVED CENTRAL SUPPORT FROM WHICH RISE THREE UPRIGHT BEAMS. A

PERSONAL EMBELLISHMENT IN THE FORM OF A LONG STRAND OF ‘EUROPEAN’ BLACK AND WHITE GLASS BEADS.
HEADRESTS FROM THIS AREA HAVE A GREAT INVENTIVENESS IN THE FORM AND VARIATION OF DESIGN OF THE CENTRAL
SUPPORT. WHILE THEY WERE NOT MADE TO BE RADICALLY DIFFERENT FROM ONE ANOTHER, THE SUBTLE VARIATIONS

DISTINGUISH EACH REMARKABLE PIECE.
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