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NEPHRITE, OLD PAPER LABEL

FINE COLOUR AND PATINA THROUGH USE

NEW ZEALAND

FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 28.5CM LONG - 11¼ INS LONG

‘THE MARK AND CAROLYN BLACKBURN COLLECTION’, 2010, PG. 348, ILL. 492 - 493 AND ‘THE MAORI COLLECTIONS OF THE
BRITISH MUSUEM’ DOROTA CZARKOWSKA STARZECKA, ROGER NEICH, MICK PRENDERGRAST; PLATE 120 - 121 ILL. 730 -

731 / 739 - 744 AND 745 - 746
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LITERATURE

OF ALL THE SHORT WEAPONS MADE OF STONE, WOOD OR BONE THE ‘MERE POUNAMU’, THE JADE THRUSTING AND
CLEAVING CLUB, WAS HELD IN THE HIGHEST REGARD. IT WAS THE ONLY MAORI WEAPON MADE OF JADE AND WAS

UNIQUE TO NEW ZEALAND.

     THE POWER OR ‘MANA’ OF CERTAIN MAORI JADE WEAPONS, ACCORDING TO TRADITIONAL HISTORIES, WAS SO GREAT
THAT SOME IMPORTANT WARRIORS KNOWING THEIR END WAS NEAR ASKED TO BE DISPATCHED BY A FAMOUS WEAPON,
OR SUPPLIED THEIR OWN ILLUSTRIOUS CLUB TO THE EXECUTIONER, TO BE SURE PASS INTO THE NEXT WORLD WITH

DIGNITY AND HONOUR.

 
PROVENANCE

D. BARRETT, LONDON 2009

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION

 


