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LITERATURE

HAND WRITTEN NOTE: ‘HEI - TIKI’ 

‘THE HEI-TIKI IS A CURIOUS AND DISTORTED REPRESENTATION OF THE HUMAN FIGURE IN ATTITUDE OF HIS LISTEN-ING -
THE HEAD LEANING ON THE SHOULDER. 

THIS GREEN JADE NECK ORNAMENT AMULET IS USED BY THE ‘MAORIES’ OF NEW ZEALAND. 

IT IS CARVED IN JADE - THE SACRED STONE OF THE NATIVES. 

WORN FOR A NECK ORNAMENT FOR GOOD LUCK & TO PROTECT FROM WITCH-CRAFT EVIL SPIRITS. THESE CHARMS ARE
REGARD-ED AS VALUABLE HEIR LOOMS, & ARE CAREFULLY HANDED DOWN FROM FATHER TO SON, AS THE TALISMAN WAS

BELIEVED TO POSSESS ALL THE GOOD QUALITIES & VIRTUES OF THEIR FOREFATHERS. 

BROUGHT HOME BY CAPT: LOUIE DAWSON TO KNOCKHALL, GREENHITHE, KENT.’ 

IN 1770 CAPTAIN COOK NOTED : ‘THE MEN WEAR A PIECE OF GREEN TALC OR WHALEBONE, WITH THE RESEMBLANCE OF
A MAN CARVED ON IT, HANGING TO A STRING ROUND THE NECK’.

     SYMBOLIC OF THE MAORI, HEI-TIKI WERE FIRST SEEN AND DESIRED BY THE EARLY EXPLORERS AND HAVE CONTINUED
IN POPULARITY TO THE PRESENT DAY. IN ANCIENT TIMES BOTH MEN AND WOMEN WORE HEI-TIKI, BUT TODAY THEY ARE

ONLY WORN BY MAORI WOMEN. 

     NEPHRITE, A FORM OF JADE, WAS THE MOST VALUABLE MATERIAL KNOWN TO THE MAORI PROVIDING A DIRECT
TANGIBLE CONTACT WITH THE ANCESTORS, THE SOURCE OF LIFE, KNOWLEDGE AND ‘MANA’. BY WEARING TREASURED

JADE ORNAMENTS ONCE OWNED BY ILLUSTRIOUS WARRIOR ANCESTORS THE LIVING MAORI COULD SHARE IN THE
STRENGTH AND POWER OF THOSE ANCESTORS. AT IMPORTANT FUNERAL CEREMONIES GREENSTONE HEIRLOOMS
WERE DISPLAYED AROUND THE DECEASED TO DEMONSTRATE STATUS AND TO REINFORCE THE CONTINUOUS LINK
BETWEEN THE LIVING AND THEIR ANCESTORS. WHEN THE BODY OF A RELATIVE COULD NOT BE RECOVERED FOR

MOURNING CEREMONIES THEIR PERSONAL HEI-TIKI COULD SERVE AS A FOCUS AND SUBSTITUTE FOR THE DISPLAYS OF
GRIEF AND AFFECTION TOWARDS THE DEPARTED. 

 
PROVENANCE

CAPTAIN LOUIE DAWSON, KNOCKHALL, GREENHITHE, KENT

PHILIPS AUCTION, TRIBAL ART, LONDON, 6TH DECEMBER 1994, LOT 204 

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION 
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CF: FOR FURTHER EXAMPLES SEE: FINCH AND CO NO. 48, CATALOGUE 9, 2006, NO. 1 AND NO. 27, CATALOGUE 20, 2013

 


