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ENGLAND / SANDWICH ISLAND

18TH CENTURY

ARARE AND HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT ARTEFACT RECOVERED FROMHMS ADVENTURE IN 1775 AFTER CAPTAIN JAVES
COOK'S SECOND VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC

A‘COCONUT HUSKER' MADE BY ASHIP'S CARPENTER ABOARD HMS ADVENTURE IN THE STYLE AND DESIGN OF ANATIVE
ISLANDER’S ETHNOGRAPHICAL ‘COCONUT HUSKER’

AN ENGRAVED AND INSCRIBED COPPER PLAQUE:

AMEMENTO FROM

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS

COCONUT HUSKER USED ABOARD

HMS ADVENTURE

AND RECOVERED FROM

THE ROYAL DOCKYARD DEPTFORD

1775

OAK;, IRON, BRASS, COPPER, HANDMADE IRON SCREWS



FINE RICH COLOUR AND PATINA

ENGLAND / SANDWICH ISLAND

18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 15.5CMHIGH, 49.5CMLONG, 20CMWIDE (MAX) - 64 INS HIGH, 192 INS LONG, 774 INS WIDE (MAX)

LITERATURE

CAPTAN JAVES COOK'S SECOND VOYAGE ABOARD THE RESOLUTION AND ACCOMPANIED BY HMS ADVENTURE SET SAL
IN JULY 1772. THE DISCOVERY OF THE SOUTHERN EIGHT ISLANDS OF THE SANDWICH ISLANDS GROUP WAS IN 1775. THE
GIVEN NAVE WAS CHOSEN IN HONOUR OF JOHN MONTAGU, 4TH EARL OF SANDWICH, FIRST LORD OF THE ADMRALTY.

THE COPPER PLAQUE AND INSCRIPTION HOWEVER SHOULD NOT BE READ AS THE SANDWICH ISLANDS ‘OWHYHEE’
(THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS) WHICH WERE LATER DISCOVERED ON JANUARY 18TH, 1778, ON CAPTAIN COOK'S THIRD
VOYAGE. RATHER THE INSCRIPTION REFERS TO ‘SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS’ LYING TO THE SOUTH EAST OF SOUTH
GEORGIAAND ONLY RENAVED LATER WITH THE WORD ‘SOUTH’ TO DISTINGUISH THEM FROM THE ‘SANDWICH ISLANDS’
NOW KNOWN AS THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.

NOT WITHSTANDING DURING COOK'S SECOND VOYAGE HE VISITED EASTER ISLAND, TAHITI, SOCIETY ISLANDS, NIUE,
TONGA NEWHEBRIDES, NEW CALEDONIA NORFOLK ISLANDS, PALMERSTON ISLAND AND SOUTH GEORGIA THE CREW
ONBOARD HAVING BEEN EXPOSED TO VARIOUS TYPES OF ‘COCONUT HUSKERS’ ADAPTED THOSE DESIGNS INTO THE
EXAVPLE WE NOW SEE, HAVING BEEN RESCUED FROMHMS ADVENTURE IN 1775. ARARE EXAMPLE OF 18TH CENTURY
CROSS-CULTURAL DESIGN AND ADAPTATION.

PROVENANCE
FOUND IN ASCOTTISH ATTIC AFTER CENTURIES OF LYING HIDDEN IN ACRATE

EXPRIVATE SCOTTISH COLLECTION



