
BERING STRAIT YUPIK ESKIMO DOUBLE-SIDED COMB ‘NUYITET’
A BERING STRAIT YUPIK ESKIMO DOUBLE-SIDED COMB ‘NUYITET’ ETCHED WITH ABSTRACT TOTEMS AND WITH A SMALL

LOOP FOR HANGING ON A BELT OR AS A PENDANT 

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 5CM WIDE - 3½ INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE / 13.5CM HIGH - 5¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)
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LITERATURE

WOMEN ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BERING STRAIT WORE ORNATE HAIR ORNAMENTS. THEY DRESSED THEIR HAIR BY
PARTING IT ALONG THE MEDIAN LINE AND ARRANGING IT IN A PENDANT BRAID OR CLUB SHAPE BUN BEHIND THE EAR.

SOMETIMES THE BRAIDS ARE UNITED AT THE BACK OF THE HEAD OR THEY MAY BE COMBED AND ARRANGED WITH STRIPS
OF FUR OR STRINGS OF MULTICOLOURED GLASS TRADE BEADS. OFTEN THE STRIPS OF FUR WORN ARE THOSE OF THE
ANIMAL REPRESENTING THE FAMILY TOTEM AND IS THEREFORE A MEANS OF IDENTIFICATION. NUYITET COMBS SUCH AS

THIS WERE ALSO USED BY WOMEN AS DECORATIVE HAIRPIECES AND THE TYPE WITH WIDER TEETH WERE CALLED
‘TANGLE REMOVERS, TEGURRILIURUTET’.

 


