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LITERATURE

WHEN THE WHALE-MEN WERE NOT ENGAGED IN HUNTING WHALES OR ROUTINE MAINTENANCE THEIR SPARE TIME WAS
SPENT CARVING MATERIALS HARVESTED FROM THE WHALES AND NOT NEEDED COMMERCIALLY. AT THE END OF A LONG,

OFTEN TWO TO THREE YEAR VOYAGE, THE RESULTING CAREFULLY CRAFTED OBJECTS WOULD PROVIDE TREASURED
SOUVENIRS FOR LOVED ONES AT HOME, OR MEMENTOES FOR USE ON BOARD.

     SEAM RUBBERS WERE A SAILMAKER’S TOOL, HAND-MADE IN ONE PIECE, FOR WORKING AND SMOOTHING THE CLOTH
OF SAILS, TARPAULINS, CANOPIES AND HAMMOCKS ON BOARD SHIP. THRIFTY CAPTAINS WHO DID NOT WANT THE COST
OF NEW SAILS TAKEN OUT OF THEIR SHARE OR ‘LAY’ INSISTED ON PATCHING WORN OUT OR TORN CANVAS SAILS. SEAM
RUBBERS WERE ALSO USED FOR DUNGAREES, JACKETS, SLICKERS AND OTHER SAILOR-MADE AND SAILOR-REPAIRED

GARMENTS.

 


