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LITERATURE

THE FIJIAN WARRIORS’ MOST PERSONAL WEAPON, THE ULA, WAS FORMED FROM THE SPECIALLY TRAINED BUTTRESS
ROOT OF A HARDWOOD TREE SAPLING. THE MISSILE CLUB WAS WORN STUCK IN THE GIRDLE, SOMETIMES IN PAIRS LIKE
EUROPEAN PISTOLS. A TALLY OF KILLS WOULD BE KEPT BY NICKING OR NOTCHING THE UPPER NECK OF THE HANDLE
AND BARON VON HUGEL REMARKED ON ONE HE HAD COLLECTED AT SAGUNU IN 1876 ‘THERE ARE 50 NOTCHES IN IT

AND THE CHIEF ASSURED ME IT IS THE REGISTER OF PEOPLE IT HAS KILLED. ON MY DOUBTING IT HE GOT QUITE ANGRY,
AND ASSURED ME THAT IT WAS ‘EDINA, EDINA SARA’ AND SO I FANCY THERE MAY BE SOME TRUTH IN IT, ESPECIALLY AS I
HAD GREAT DIFFICULTY IN GETTING IT AT ALL’. THE ULA WAS GENERALLY HELD BY A WARRIOR IN A FULL FISTED GRIP

WITH ALL FOUR FINGERS AND THUMB FIRMLY GRASPING THE LOWER PART OF THE SHAFT AND WAS HURLED END OVER



END IN FLIGHT STRIKING A HEAVY AND FORMIDABLE BLOW TO THE HEAD.
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