
FINE ANTIQUE SPECIMEN OF A NARWHAL TUSK ‘MONODON MONOCEROS’
A FINE ANTIQUE SPECIMEN OF A NARWHAL TUSK ‘MONODON MONOCEROS’

18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 199CM HIGH – 78¼ INS HIGH

212CM HIGH – 83½ INS HIGH (WITH STAND)

C.I.T.E.S ARTICLE 10 CERTIFICATE IS AVAILABLE



ONE NARWHAL CURRENTLY IN STOCK (PLEASE ENQUIRE FOR FULL DETAILS)

 

 
THIS ITEM IS NOW SOLD

WE ARE ALWAYS INTERESTED IN PURCHASING FINE OLD EXAMPLES OF NARWHAL TUSKS WITH GOOD PROVENANCE AND
KNOWN COLLECTIONS ETC.

ANY SIZE CONSIDERED

ARTICLE 10 (CITES) PAPERWORK CAN BE APPLIED FOR ON BEHALF OF OUR CLIENTS (PLEASE CONTACT FOR DETAILS)

ONE NARWHAL CURRENTLY IN STOCK AND FOR SALE (PLEASE ENQUIRE FOR FULL DETAILS)

 

 
LITERATURE

IN MEDIEVAL TIMES THE NARWHAL WAS KNOWN AS THE 'UNICORN OF THE SEA' AND REMAINS TODAY ONE OF THE MOST
CURIOUS AND INTERESTING OF ALL THE TOOTHED WHALES. THEY INHABIT THE ARCTIC SEAS AND ARE OFTEN FOUND IN

THE COMPANY OF BELUGAS, THEIR CLOSEST RELATIVES. ADULT MALES MEASURE FROM 12 TO 16 FEET LONG, THE
FEMALES ARE SOMEWHAT SMALLER. THE ADULTS ARE A PALE, MOTTLED, GREY WHITE COLOUR, BUT THE YOUNG ARE

QUITE DARK SOMETIMES AN ALMOST SHINY BLACK.
THE LONG SPIRAL UPPER TOOTH JUTS FORWARD 8 OR 9 FEET FROM THE LEFT SIDE OF THE MALES UPPER JAW AND THIS

IVORY LANCE LIKE TUSK WAS BELIEVED TO BE THE MYTHICAL UNICORN'S HORN AND THUS TO HAVE SPECIAL AND
WONDERFUL QUALITIES. INDEED ALEXANDER WOODSON OF BRISTOL, A PROMINENT 16TH CENTURY PHYSICIAN TESTED

THE IVORY AND... ‘FOUND IT SOVERAIGNE AGAINST POYSON AS ANY UNICORNES HORNE’. NARWHAL TUSKS BECAME
PRECIOUS AND HIGHLY VALUABLE COMMODITIES, THE GIFTS OF KINGS AND THE PRIZED POSSESSIONS OF ROYALTY. IN

1561 THE COUNTESS OF BATH BEQUEATHED TO HER DAUGHTER DAME ELIZABETH KYTSON ‘HER CASKANET OF PEARLS,
WITH THE FLOWER OF DIAMONDS Â€¦.. AND HER UNICORNS (HORN)’.

 


