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A SUPERB SOUTH AFRICAN NORTHERN NGUNI BLOND RHINOCEROS HORN CEREMONIAL SCEPTRE 

SILKY SMOOTH LUSTROUS PATINA
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 71CM LONG - 28 INS LONG / 63CM HIGH - 24¾ HIGH (ON BASE)

 
LITERATURE

OF ELEGANT FORM WITH A LONG DELICATELY TAPERING SHAFT THIS CHIEF’S SCEPTRE HAS A FINE COLOUR AND PATINA.
IT IS MADE FROM THE HORN OF A WHITE AFRICAN RHINOCEROS WHICH NATURALLY HAVE MUCH LONGER HORNS THAN

THE BLACK RHINO. BATONS, SCEPTRES AND KNOBKERRIES FASHIONED FROM RHINOCEROS HORN WERE USED BY THE
ZULU TO DENOTE SIGNIFICANT STATUS. THEY WERE AN ESSENTIAL PART OF A CHIEF'S REGALIA FUNCTIONING AS A
CEREMONIAL STAFF OF OFFICE AND AS A SYMBOL OF PERSONAL DIGNITY. IN THE 19TH CENTURY RHINO HORNS OF

EXCEPTIONAL LENGTH WERE RARE AND THERE WAS A DIRECT CORRELATION BETWEEN THEIR PRESTIGE VALUE AND
THEIR LENGTH.

 


