Finch & C°

BERING SEA THULE ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY SHAMANS DRUM HANDLE AND BERING SEA THULE ESKIMO CARIBOU ANTLER
SHAMANS DRUM HANDLE

A
ARARE BERING SEATHULE ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY SHAMANS DRUMHANDLE CARVED WITH AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC
FACE THE EYES INLAID WITH PYRITES
OLD SMOOTH CREAMY PATINA
18TH CENTURY
NOW SOLD
SIZE: 10CMLONG-4 INS LONG AND 11.5CMLONG-42INS LONG
B.
ARARE BERING SEA THULE ESKIMO CARIBOU ANTLER SHAMANS DRUMHANDLE CARVED WITH AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC
FACE WITH SMLING MOUTH
OLD SMOOTH DARK PATINA
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 10CMLONG-4 INS LONG AND 11.5CMLONG-472INS LONG

LITERATURE

SHAVANS DRUMHANDLES WERE MUCH SHORTER THAN THOSE OF ORDINARY DANCE DRUMS AND WERE USED DURING
CEREMONIES TO CURE THE SICK. CAREFULLY CARVED WITH GROOVES FOR THE FINGERS, THE END HAS AHUMAN FACE
WITH AWIDE MOUTH TO IMTATE SINGING. DRUMS ARE HELD IN THE LEFT HAND AND BEATEN WITH THIN WOOD RODS
HELD IN THE RIGHT. THE RESONANT REPETITIOUS BEAT IS PLAYED IN MEASURED TIME IN RAPID SUCCESSION,
FOLLOWED BY APAUSE AND THEN TWO STROKES AGAIN. THE ROD STRIKES THE RIMAT THE SAVE TIVE IT HITS WITH THE
MEMBRANE, PRODUCING A SHARP RAP THAT MNGLES WITH THE MORE SONOROUS TONE OF THE SKIN. THE MEMBRANE
IS STRETCHED ACROSS ARIMOF BENT SPRUCE WOOD AND IS MADE FROM THE BLADDER OF ASEAMAMMAL, OFTEN A



SEAL. THE SHAMAN INTONES WITH THE BEAT OF HIS DRUM SPEAKING PREDICTIONS OR SINGING, SOVETIMES OFFENSIVE
SONGS, WHISPERING THE WORDS TO THE DRUMSKIN SO THAT ONLY THE ONE TO WHOM THE SERVICE IS ADDRESSED
CAN HEAR. THESE SPECIAL MEDITATIVE SONGS WERE ONLY SUNG WHEN COMMUNICATING WITH THE SPIRITS, WHEN
SCRUTINISING EVENTS, AND DURING CEREMONIES TO CURE ILLNESS.



