Finch & C°

BERING STRAIT INUPIAK ESKIMO WALRUS [VORY DRILL BOW

ARARE EARLY BERING STRAIT INUPIAK ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY DRILL BOWWITH INCISED PICTOGRAPHIC DESIGNS ON
THREE SIDES INCLUDING HUNTING SCENES ON LAND AND SEA, HERDS OF CARIBOU FISH DRYING BY AN IGLOO AND
PEOPLE FORAGING
AN OLD BREAK TO ONE END REDRILLED AND PERHAPS USED LATER AS ABAG HANDLE
OLD DARK SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
THULE CULTURE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 19CMLONG - 772 INS LONG

LITERATURE

ADRILL BOWHANDLE IS ONE PART OF ABOW DRILL WHICH IS USED TO MAKE HOLES OR CREATE ACONMBUSTIBLE LEVEL
OF HEAT. THE FIRST KNOVWN DRILL BOWWAS OBTAINED BY CAPTAIN COOK'S EXPEDITION OF 1778 WHEN THE
DECORATION WAS INCISED WITH THE SHARP EDGES OF FLINTS. THESE INCISIONS WERE THEN APPLIED WITH AMXTURE
OF OIL AND GRAPHITE OR WOOD ASH TO BRING THE DESIGN DRAMATICALLY TO LIFE. THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF
PICTORIAL DECORATION FOUND ON DRILL BOWS. ONE IS ARECORD OR TALLY OF ANIMALS KILLED OR BOATS MADE
DURING ACERTAIN PERIOD AND THE OTHER IS AMISUAL NARRATIVE OF ACTIMTIES, PERHAPS DETAILING SPECIFIC
PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, THE ADVENTURES OF ALIFETIME.

ENGRAVED OVER APERIOD OF MONTHS OR EVEN YEARS, THE BEST ONES WERE KEPT AND HANDED DOWN IN THE
FAMLY. NO OTHER ETHNIC ART FORMIS SO DISTINCTLY IDENTIFIABLE AS THAT OF THE ESKIMO AND THESE INCISED
DESIGNS PRESENT AN UNMSTAKABLE AND UNIQUE IMAGE OF AVANISHING ARCTIC CULTURE.



