Finch & C°

WEST AFRICAN UPPER CROSS RIVER REGION EJAGHAM ‘EKOF SKIN COVERED MASQUERADE CAP MASK

AWEST AFRICAN UPPER CROSS RIVER REGION EJAGHAM‘EKOI SKIN COVERED MASQUERADE CAP MASK
WITH PROTRUDING LEAD EYES AND METAL TEETH, THREE SACRIFICIAL MARKS TO EACH SIDE OF THE FACE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 23.5CMHIGH — 9% INS HIGH / 32CMHIGH — 1272 INS (WITH BASE)

LITERATURE

THESE SKIN COVERED HEADDRESSES OR CAP MASKS ARE DISTINCT TO THE CROSS RIVER REGION OF NIGERIAAND
CAVEROON AND IT IS THOUGHT THAT THEY ORIGINATED WITH THE EJAGHAM‘EKOI' PEOPLE. THEY ARE CONSTRUCTED
OF CARVED WOOD WRAPPED IN ANTELOPE SKIN AND ATTACHED TO AWOVEN BASE, WHICH WAS WORN ON THE TOP OF
THE HEAD AND CONNECTED TO AKNITTED TEXTILE THAT COVERS THE PERFORMERS FACE.

IN 1905 THE GERMAN COLONIAL OFFICER DR ALFRED MANSFIELD GAVE ALECTURE AT THE BERLIN MUSEUMFiViR
VILKERKUNDE ON SKIN COVERED MASKS FROM THE EJAGHAMREGION AND DESCRIBED THEMAS BELONGING TO HIGH
ELDERS IN THE VILLAGE AND TO MEN WHO HAD APPLIED SUCCESSFULLY FOR ENTRY INTO THE ELDERS ASSOCIATION.
THOSE THAT GAINED ENTRY EXHIBITED MERIT THROUGH THEIR INDUSTRIOUSNESS AND AFFLUENCE. AMANS WEALTH
WAS MEASURED BY ADEFINED NUNMBER OF WIVES, SLAVES, ANIMALS AND CLOTH. THE MAN'S LEVEL OF MERIT
DETERMNED THE GRADE AT WHICH HE WOULD ENTER AND THE HEADDRESS IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR HIMTO
COMMISSION. THIS COULD BE CUSTOMDESIGNED OR CHOSEN FROMA SET OF READY-MADE FORMS. THOSE OF THE
GREATEST WEALTH OCCUPIED THE THREE TOP TIER GRADES, ASTATUS WHICH WAS INDICATED BY THE SCARIFICATION
PATTERNS ON THE MASK'S FACE. THEY ARE THEREFORE HIGHLY PERSONAL OBJECTS, WHICH WERE COMMSSIONED TO

SIGNAL APARTICULAR POSITION OF ACCOMPLISHMVENT AND STATUS WITHIN THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY.



