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ENGLISH PORTRAIT IN OILS OF LADY DIANA BEAUCLERK, ATTRIBUTED TO RICHARD COSWAY

AN ENGLISH PORTRAIT IN OILS OF LADY DIANABEAUCLERK, ATTRIBUTED TO RICHARD COSWAY RA (1742 — 1821)
OIL ON CANVAS LAID ON BOARD
INSCRIBED TO THE REVERSE ‘BOLINGBROKE THENAE! LADY DIANA BEAUCLERK (1734 — 1805) BY R COSWAY
CIRCA1755-79
SIZE: 27CMHIGH, 19CMWIDE — 10%2 INS HIGH, 72 INS WIDE
36CMHIGH, 28CMWIDE — 1474 INS HIGH, 11 INS WIDE (FRAVE)

LITERATURE

RICHARD COSWAY WAS ATTRACTED TO ART FROMAN EARLY AGE SPENDING HIS YOUTH COPYING MANY OF THE FAMLY
PICTURES. HE LATER BECAVE AFASHIONABLE MINIATURIST OBTAINING THE PATRONAGE OF THE PRINCE OF WALES.
ALTHOUGH QUITE SMALL IN STATURE, HE WAS AN ECCENTRIC DANDY, SUPERSTITIOUS AND INCLINED TO MYSTICISM
EARLY IN HIS CAREER HE PAINTED PORTRAITS IN OILS AND ALSO EXECUTED DRAWINGS, SOME OF WHICH WERE TINTED.
HIS EARLY WORK WAS PAINTED ON ASMALL SCALE WITH THE BACKGROUNDS FREQUENTLY LEFT PLAIN. HE WAS A
PROLIFIC ARTIST AND ABLE TO PRODUCE LIKENESSES WITH AMNIMUM OF SOFT SWIFT STROKES. HE OFTEN TENDED TO
ENLARGE THE PUPIL OF THE EYE AS CAN BE SEEN IN THIS PORTRAIT. HOWEVER, IN TIME IT WAS FOR MINIATURES ON
IVORY THAT HE WAS CHIEFLY KNOWN, BECOMING MINIATURE PAINTER TO THE PRINCE OF WALES IN 1786.



