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AN INDONESIAN, WEST OR CENTRAL TIMOR, ATONI OR TETUM PEOPLES, CARVED BUFFALO HORN 

CEREMONIAL SPOON
EARLY 20TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 23CM LONG – 9 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

PRIOR TO 1975 THE CORAL ISLAND OF EAST TIMOR WAS A PORTUGUESE COLONY FOR ALMOST 460 YEARS. IT IS NOW THE
NEWEST INDEPENDENT STATE IN THE WORLD GAINING FULL AUTONOMY IN 2002. THICKLY FORESTED, COFFEE AND

COCONUTS ARE THE MAJOR CROPS GROWN FOR EXPORT.
THE FEMALE FIGURE CARVED TO THE HANDLE IS MOST PROBABLY A REPRESENTATION OF THE ‘FOUNDER-MOTHER’. SHE

IS MORE USUALLY SHOWN HOLDING HER ARMS RAISED HIGH INTO THE AIR. SHE IS A SYMBOL OF FERTILITY, THE
CREATION OF LIFE, AND OF THE FOUNDING OF THE FAMILY AND TRIBAL SOCIETY. THE SPOON WAS PROBABLY USED

DURING CELEBRATORY HEAD HUNTING FEASTS WHICH WERE OUTLAWED IN THE 19TH CENTURY BY THE EUROPEAN
MISSIONARIES.

 


