
A FINE FIJIAN 'GATA' CLUB
A FINE FIJIAN ‘GATA’ CLUB

OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINA 
18TH / 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE : 98 CM LONG – 38½ INS LONG 
SEE FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 2, ITEM NO. 16, FOR A COMPARABLE EXAMPLE

 
LITERATURE

THESE CLUBS ARE CALLED 'GATA' AS THEIR SHAPE REPRESENTS THE GAPING JAWS OF A STRIKING PACIFIC BOA SNAKE.
THE SMALL HOLES IN THE BLADE WERE ORIGINALLY STRUNG WITH WIRY BLACK WALAO CREEPERS. A VARIETY OF HEAVY
HARD WOODS WERE USED FOR THE MAKING OF WAR CLUBS, EACH OF WHICH WAS CARVED FROM A SINGLE PIECE WITH

A STONE ADZE OR 'MATAU'.
NEW TYPES OF CLUB DID NOT EVOLVE ON FIJI DURING THE 19TH CENTURY. THE 'GUNSTOCK CLUBS' WERE NOT IN FACT
IMITATIONS OF EUROPEAN MUSKETS, BUT INDIGENOUS DESIGNS MADE ON THE ISLAND AND PASSED DOWN THROUGH
THE GENERATIONS FOR AT LEAST 200 OR 300 YEARS BEFORE THE APPEARANCE OF THE EUROPEAN EXPLORERS AND
TRADERS. THUS THE 'GATA' CLUB WAS MADE IN THE LATE 18TH AND EARLY 19TH CENTURY TO A PATTERN EVOLVED BY

ANCESTORS DURING CENTURIES OF WAR.

 


