
A MASSIVE BERING STRAIT INUIT WALRUS IVORY NET SINKER
A MASSIVE BERING STRAIT INUIT WALRUS IVORY NET SINKER AND WEIGHT

19TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 7.5 CM HIGH, 4.5 CM DEEP, 22 CM WIDE – 3 INS HIGH, 1¾ INS DEEP, 8¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

TO THE ESKIMO, NETS ARE A CRITICAL ELEMENT OF SUBSISTENCE TECHNOLOGY. THE MOST IMPORTANT IS THE GILL NET
USED FOR CATCHING SALMON AND OTHER FISH. SIMILAR NETS ARE USED IN CATCHING SEALS AND BELUGA. THESE ARE

MADE OF THICK RAWHIDE AND HAVE MESH AS LARGE AS A MAN’S HEAD. LIKE FISH, THE SEALS BECOME ENTANGLED IN
THE MESH WHERE THEY ARE HELD UNDER WATER BY LARGE SINKERS OR WEIGHTS ON THE BOTTOM OF THE NET, SUCH
AS THIS, UNTIL THEY DROWN. LARGE NUMBERS OF SEALS WERE CAUGHT IN THIS WAY IN THE OPEN WATER SEASON AND

ALSO BENEATH THE ICE IN WINTER.

 


