
A FINE NEW ZEALAND MAORI BLACK TAG MANTLE 'E KOROAI'
A FINE NEW ZEALAND MAORI BLACK TAG MANTLE 'E KOROAI', THE BORDERS PROFUSELY TRIMMED WITH KIWI AND RED

'KAKA' FEATHERS
SOLD WITH AN EARLY 20TH CENTURY PHOTOGRAPH 'MAORI COOKING OPERATIONS'

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 107 CM X 134.5 CM 

42 INS X 53 INS

 
LITERATURE

GF ANGAS VISITED NEW ZEALAND IN THE 1840'S AND HIS BOOK PUBLISHED IN 1847 (SAVAGE LIFE AND SCENES IN
AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND) CONTAINS THE EXTRACT: 'THE MAT MOST GENERALLY WORN IS THE BLACK STRING MAT
CALLED 'E KOROAI'. A FLAX DRESS THICKLY ORNAMENTED WITH BLACK STRINGS OR FILAMENTS OF TWISTED FLAX ABOUT

A FOOT LONG, WHICH ARE DYED BY MEANS OF 'HINAU' AND HAVE A REMARKABLY GRACEFUL APPEARANCE OVER THE
FOLDS OF DRAPERY. ANOTHER KIND CALLED 'E TATARA' HAS FEWER BLACK STRINGS AND IS ADORNED WITH TUFTS OR
BOSSES OF SCARLET AND OTHER COLOURED WOOL WITH FREQUENTLY A BORDER OF THE SAME MATERIAL. FORMERLY

THE NATIVES USED THE RED FEATHERS OF THE 'KAKA' ( NESTOR MERIDIONALIS), A SPECIES OF PARROT, AND ALSO
OTHER BIRDS INHABITING THE FOREST TO DECORATE THESE MATS; BUT WOOL OF THE GAYEST COLOURS HAS LONG

BEEN PREFERED BY THEM. BLUE AND SCARLET CAPS, AND THE VARIEGATED 'COMFORTERS' BROUGHT BY THE TRADERS
FIND A READY MARKET AMOUNGST THE WOMEN, WHO PICK THEM TO PIECES TO FORM TUFTED ORNAMENTS FOR THEIR

DRESSES'.
IT IS POSSIBLE THEREFORE THAT THIS EXAMPLE PREDATES THE 1840'S AND AS IT ALSO HAS A KIWI FEATHER AND
PARROT BREAST RED FEATHER BORDER, THAT IT WAS WORN BY A PERSON OF MAORI RANK AND IMPORTANCE.

ACCORDING TO MAJOR RA CRUISE WRITING IN HIS (JOURNAL OF TEN MONTHS RESIDENCE IN NEW ZEALAND, 1827), A
MAT ORNAMENTED WITH KIWI FEATHERS 'IS THE MOST COSTLY DRESS A CHIEF CAN WEAR'.

 


