
AN IGBO-IZI ELEPHANT SPIRIT HELMET MASK, 'OGBODO ENYI'
AN IGBO-IZI ELEPHANT SPIRIT HELMET MASK, 'OGBODO ENYI'
WOOD WITH FINE PATINA, RED BLACK AND WHITE PIGMENTS

FIRST HALF 20TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 58 CM LONG

 
LITERATURE

A NUMBER OF TRIBES ALL LINGUISTICALLY RELATED INHABIT THE CROSS RIVER AREA ON THE BORDER BETWEEN
NIGERIA AND CAMEROON. THIS MASK IS PROBABLY FROM THE ABAKALIKI AREA IN THE NORTH EASTERN PART OF THE

NIGER RIVER DELTA, WHICH IS AN AREA OF FOREST AND SWAMP WHERE THE IGBO-IZI PEOPLE LIVE.
THE ELEPHANT SPIRIT MASK, 'OGBODO ENYI', IS CARVED AND USED TO AVERT EVIL SPIRITS AND BAD LUCK IN A

MASQUERADE PERFORMANCE OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH A SIGNIFICANT LIFE EVENT. THE MASK COMBINES ELEPHANT
AND HUMAN FORMS IN ONE POWERFUL AND STRIKING, ABSTRACT CONCEPTION.

 


