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19TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 34 CM LONG

 
LITERATURE

COOK NOTED THAT IN THE MARQUESAS ISLANDS THERE WERE PROPER WAR LEADERS, 'TOA' WHOSE DUTY IT WAS TO
LEAD THE BATTLE IN THE NAME OF THE CHIEF. THEY WORE PARTICULAR INSIGNIA SUCH AS THE SKULL OF AN ENEMY,

WHICH WAS HUNG DOWN OVER THEIR BACK. THE SHELL TRUMPET WAS AN INSTRUMENT USED BY THESE WAR LEADERS
TO CALL THEIR MEN TO RANKS.

GENERALLY USED AS A SIGNALLING INSTRUMENT IT WAS ALSO USED BY CHIEFS TO ANNOUNCE THEIR ARRIVAL BY
CANOE, FOR THE BIRTH OF A MALE HEIR AND OTHER CEREMAONIAL PURPOSES. IT WAS WORN OR CARRIED WITH A BAND

OF COCONUT CORD OR BARKCLOTH.
THE SHELL TRUMPET WAS KNOWN IN THE MARQUESAS AS THE 'WIFE OF THE SHARK' AND INSTRUMENTS SUCH AS THIS

WERE 'TAPU'.

 


